BOSWELL'S LIFE OF JOHNSON
Wedderburne,14 told me, that they previously talked with
Johnson upon this matter, and that it was perfectly under-
stood by all parties that the pension was merely honorary.
Sir Joshua Reynolds told me, that Johnson called on him
after his Majesty's intention had been notified to him, and
said he wished to consult his friends as to the propriety of
his accepting this mark of the royal favour, after the defini-
tions which he had given in his Dictionary of pension and
pensioners. He said he would not have Sir Joshua's answer
till next day, when he would call again, and desired he might
think of it. Sir Joshua answered that he was clear to give
his opinion then, that there could be, no objection to his
receiving from the King a reward for literary merit; and
that certainly the definitions in his Dictionary were not
applicable to him. Johnson, it should seem, was satisfied, for
he did not call again till he had accepted the pension, and
had waited on Lord Bute [the Prime Minister] to thank him.
He then told Sir Joshua that Lord Bute said to him expressly,
*It is not given you for anything you are to do, but for what
you have done.' His Lordship, he said, behaved in the hand-
somest manner. He repeated the words twice, that he might
be sure Johnson heard them, and thus set his mind perfectly
at ease.
This year his friend Sir Joshua Reynolds paid a visit of
some weeks to his native county, Devonshire, in which he was
accompanied by Johnson, who was much pleased with this
jaunt, and declared he had derived from it a great accession
of new ideas. He was entertained at the seats of several noble-
men and gentlemen in the West of England; but the greatest
part of the time was passed at Plymouth, where the mag-
nificence of the navy, the ship-building and all its circum-
stances, afforded him a grand subject of contemplation. The
Commissioner of the Dock-yard [Sir Frederick Rogers] paid
him the compliment of ordering the yacht to convey him and
his friend to the Eddystone, to which they accordingly
sailed. But the weather was so tempestuous that they could
not land.
Sir Joshua Reynolds, to whom I was obliged for my in-